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THE EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG PROPHET 

DANIEL. 



By Hezekiah Butter worth, 
Boston, Mass. 



In human history there are no temperance stories that can 
exceed the thirty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah, and the illustration of 
the same principle in the first chapter of Daniel. As a temper- 
ance illustration the education of the young prophet Daniel is 
full of significance at the present day. 

The early life of a prophet is a most interesting study, for 
as a rule we find in this period of seership the first inspiring 
visions. As, to the young shepherd on Mt. Latmos, we hear a 
voice saying : 

" Endymion, one day shalt thou be blest," 

so the early vision, as in the Greek classic story, becomes a face 
in the fountain, and when at last the divinities in their high 
abodes exclaim, "Why came this mortal here?" we expect the 
answer, " Because he set his heart upon the immortals." Keats 
in his Endymion but sang the universal experience of mankind. 

Jacob beheld his life's vision at Luz, and his experience was 
but a fulfilment of the divine dream which he recounted as the 
decisive event of his life when old and leaning on his staff. So 
Moses beheld the bush that burned and was not consumed. 
So David sung of his shepherd days, and Isaiah beheld the glory 
of God amid the emblematic splendors of the temple. With the 
later prophets of the church, if prophets such may be called, it 
was the early light that led to the transcendent life. Martin 
Luther sung God amid the snow in the streets in his student 
days; Zinzendorf, when a boy, established the order of the 
" Grain of Mustard Seed," and Edwards drew around him a little 
congregation of children under the singing bough of the woods 
Youth is the time of vision. 

444 
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The prophet Daniel was the poet of two splendid eras of 
the world's history; of the revival of faith under Josiah, and of 
the rise and fall of the Babylonian empire. The year 623 B. C. 
was the probable date of his birth, in the reign of Josiah, the 
last of the righteous kings of Judah. According to the received 
accounts he was about seventeen years of age, possibly younger, 
at the time of the captivity. 

He was a youth of royal blood, and it is probable that he and 
the other so-called " Hebrew children," who went into the 
shadowed magnificence of Babvlon in her last days, were under 
the immediate instruction of the court. 

They had seen an act of sublime loyalty to God in their 
king and this object-lesson must have made a deep and impera- 
tive impression on their young minds. Josiah cast down from 
the Mount of Olives the temple which Solomon had erected 
to Chemosh, the Moabite goddess, and removed all other 
places of idolatry from the kingdom of Judah. This great 
event was the spiritual "no" of Josiah's reign: the "no" of 
the heart. 

He was educated in the principles of the Pentateuch roll, or 
the Bible. The instructions of Jeremiah may have been known 
to him in his boyhood, as he turned to them for comfort in his 
riper years. 

That the schools of the prophets and the school of Heze- 
kiah were revived and continued in the good reign of Josiah is 
probable, for the education of young men of high promise had 
become one of the principles of Hebrew life. Jeremiah may 
have been a teacher of Daniel. 

Of the methods of the education of Daniel in the court of 
Josiah we cannot be certain. But the thirty-fifth chapter of 
Jeremiah — a chapter that stands out as a most sublime illustra- 
tion of the power of moral education — gives us a view of the 
probable influences of the teachers of the time upon his young 
character. 

In the purified court, under the direction of Jeremiah, the 
Rechabite teachers must have revived their ancient instruc- 
tions. 
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Who was Rechab? We cannot say. Who were the Recha- 
bites? They were probably proselytes, men like Melchizedek 
and possibly Caleb, who won their place of influence among the 
lsraelitish tribes by their superior character. 

They lived in tents, they sowed no seed, they ate no flesh, 
and drank no wine. They said "no" in their hearts to whatever 
tended to weaken their spiritual power. 

They were summoned into the temple, and their faith was 
put to the test. They were offered wine, and refused the cup. 
In the wonderful thirty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah that prophet 
condemned the disobedience of the Jews by the story of the 
obedience of the Rechabites, and utters these sublime words, 
which stand for the continuity of righteousness for all time : 

"Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
Jonadab, the son of Rechab, shall never want a man to stand 
before me forever." 

Was this promise visibly fulfilled ? The Rechabites were 
adopted by the Levites and were taken into the temple service. 
In a historical account of the martyrdom of St. James a 
Rechabite is represented as crying out against the accusers. It 
has been claimed that the recent reformation among a certain 
people of Islam was an attempt to restore the principles of the 
Rechabites. There are picturesque histories of the line of 
Rechab which are such as fancy loves to picture, but that we 
cannot altogether trust. 

In the notable periods of Jewish history these dwellers in 
tents were the teachers of righteousness, and certain it is that the 
young prophet was taught not to eat unclean meats nor to drink 
wine, and that it was the teaching of Jeremiah that such temper- 
ance should bless posterity. Daniel consecrated himself in 
youth to the Rechabite principles. 

Would the young prophet who was taught not to eat unclean 
meat, nor to drink wine in the court of Josiah, have the strength 
of purpose to refuse unclean meats and wine in the splendid 
courts of the dominant nations? Would he be able to carry his 
principles of self-restraint and temperance, the moral and spirit- 
ual "no," into all life? 
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The young man who learns to govern himself under all con- 
ditions and circumstances has the gravitation to govern others, 
and only such has the moral right to rule. Only that which 
is true ought to be or will be, as San Martin, the Creole con- 
queror, and the liberator of Argentina, Chili, and Peru, said : 
"Thou must be that which thou oughtest to be, or else thou 
shalt be nothing." It is he who puts the moral "no" of his 
heart into the early deeds of life that faces a crown. 

In the court of Josiah Daniel had learned that character was 
power — how would he face his first temptation? Should he be 
made a cup bearer to an oriental monarch, would he himself fol- 
low the example of the sons of Rechab, commended by Jeremiah, 
and refuse the cup? 

If so, he may become a prince of Babylonia ; he may stand 
next to Darius, the Persian conqueror ; he may be cast into a den 
of lions and make the wild beasts lie down like lambs. He may 
speak words that will live forever. 

The period of Daniel's youth was one of great events. The 
powerful nations of the world then were Egypt and Assyria. 
The Israelitish kingdom had disappeared except Judah and 
Benjamin, and these latter descendants of the children of 
promise occupied a small territory on the highway between the 
nations who were filling the world with wonder. 

The Assyrian power bore sway over Judah. To Assyria 
Josiah paid tribute. 

Josiah had made an oath to be true in war to the cause of 
Assyria. Egypt rose over Assyria, and Josiah was true to his 
covenant, and went forth with the Assyrian armies. 

One day, when Daniel was yet a lad, there arose a great wail- 
ing in the streets of Jerusalem. The news had been brought 
that Josiah had fallen by the Egyptian arrows. The pillar of 
faith had gone down. 

Babylon arose against Assyria and determined to conquer 
her maritime provinces, and marched against Syria which the 
Egyptians claimed. The story of the invasion is told in the 
book of Daniel and in Jeremiah. Egypt was driven back and 
received a mortal wound. 
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" Go up into Gilead and take balm, 
O virgin, the daughter of Egypt, 
In vain shalt thou use many medicines, 
For thou shalt not be cured ! " 

44 The king of Egypt came not again any more out of his 
land, for the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt 
unto the river Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt." 

Jerusalem was now besieged by the victorious Babylonian 
army. Her king, Jehoiakim, was put into fetters, and became 
tributary to Babylon. Many of his people were carried away to 
the triumphant city of the sands. 

In the long caravan of captives that were swept away from 
the Mediterranean to the city of desert domes and hanging gar- 
dens, was the lad Daniel, with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
and others " of the king's seed and of the princes." These 
royal children had been schooled in the strong faith of Josiah. 
They had seen the idol temple of King Solomon hurled down. 
They must have known even then the teachings of Jeremiah. 

By the probable way of Palmyra, or Tadmor, the caravan 
reached the Euphrates valley, and the captives saw the golden 
domes of Babylon rising over the seas of white sands. The 
latter passed under the gates, and the young prophet prince 
found himself in the city that had come to occupy the throne of 
the world. 

All around him was a scene of oriental beauty. Above the 
walls rose the ruins of Babel. The city was one of the oldest 
in the world. Through it flowed the Euphrates, "the life of the 
world." The streets gleamed with temples with roofs of cedar 
and altars of gold, guarded by bulls of bronze. The temple of 
Bel the Dragon flowed with wine, and was enriched by the tithes 
of nations. 

The gates were records of mighty deeds. The walls were of 
stupendous power. Over all rose the hanging gardens, where 
smiled in the desert sun the forests and flowers of the Median 
mountains. 

Herodotus says the city stood on both sides of the river 
Euphrates in the form of a square and had a circumference of 
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sixty miles. It was surrounded by a wall fifty cubits thick and 
two hundred cubits high, having one hundred brazen gates — 
according to Diodorus, two hundred and fifty gates. The two 
parts of the city had straight streets, crossing each other at right 
angles, and connected bv a roofed bridge. It is said that Semi- 
ramis employed at one time 2,000,000 men in the adornment of 
the city, and the hanging gardens of Semiramis were numbered 
as one of the seven wonders of the world. 

Into this city of overawing splendor and power the caravan 
with Daniel came, and here he would soon be called upon to face 
those luxuries which his education had condemned, and to utter 
to his detriment the spiritual " no" of the Rechabites. 

The young captive prince was brought into the palace. His 
appearance and his mode of life as he entered this golden 
domain are pictured in a single passage of the Scriptures. Ash- 
penaz, a courtier, we are told, was ordered to bring " certain of 
the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes, 
children in whom was no blemish, but well favored and skillful 
in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge and understanding 
science, and such as had ability in them, to stand in the king's 
palace, and whom they might teach the learning and tongues of 
the Chaldeans" (Dan. 1:3, 4). 

Against the teaching of Jeremiah, Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
persisted in evil courses, and himself was led away to Babylon 
as a captive. The Jewish colony in Babylon became large by 
such deportations, which must have reached to more than ten 
thousand families. 

Daniel was placed in the court school of Babylon that he 
might be taught the " learning of the Chaldeans." 

What a seminary this must have been ! What lost histories, 
lost arts, lost secrets of the spiritual and material world this 
learning must have comprehended! Astronomy, astrology, 
divination, and the revelations of the instincts of the animal 
world, were among these branches of erudition. It turned for 
wisdom to the sun and moon, and the processions of the stars. 
For one God, there were a hundred, or a thousand. The idol- 
atries and the idolatrous sins denounced by the prophets all 
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were here. It was a land of graven images. Gods were made 
for sale ; there were factories of them. The idol flames burned 
under roofs of the vast temple of cedar and gold continually. 

Jeremiah commanded, " Learn not the ways of the heathen." 
This command, however, did not forbid one to learn any true 
knowledge that the heathen might possess. Moses refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, but he was schooled 
" in all the wisdom of the Egyptians." 

The test of Daniel's character was now to come to him in 
his youth, which was to bear a grand witness to his decisive edu- 
cation in the court of Josiah. In it was clearly revealed to him 
his gift of wisdom and of the open vision to the secrets of his- 
toric events. When a person has known the truth, he may, as a 
rule, safely study false systems, for he will return with a stronger 
light to the truth again. It is those unschooled in the spiritual 
Bible that are in danger of being allured by the lights of any 
pagan system. 

The young man who has said " no " to the world once has 
usually made his negation to evil for all time. This is especially 
true of those whose conscience is called to meet a luxurious city. 

The decisive event in Daniel's life, out of which his prophetic 
power grew, and without which his seership would seem to have 
been impossible, is thus simply recorded : " But Daniel purposed 
in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of 
the king's meat, nor with the wine that he drank." 

" He would not defile himself." This resolution was that of 
the Rechabites, so far as the abstinence of wine is concerned. 
It was the teaching of his boyhood. It bore witness to his 
youthful consecration. 

The resolution brought to him a sense of the favor of God, 
which ended in miracles so dramatic as to have held the wonder 
of all time. At the beginning of life he had uttered the moral 
" no " of Josiah, Jeremiah, and the Rechabite teachers. His 
prophetic visions now began. He prophesied the fall of Baby- 
lon ; of the Median empire; the rise of Greece and Rome, and 
the kingdom of heaven, compared to a stone " cut out of the 
mountains without hands," that should break into pieces all the 
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other kingdoms of the world." He was a prophet of the resur- 
rection of the dead, and of the death of the Messiah. He arose 
to eminence among the rulers of Babylonia and held only a 
second rank to Darius in the Persian ascendency. His supposed 
tomb is still shown at Susa. His example stands for young men 
of all times. His " no " to whatever tends to weaken the highest 
powers of life is a light that will never fail. 

What lessons are suggested by this story ! 

Moral education stands first in life ; the education of the 
memory is mere instruction. " Life," says Pestalozzi, " must be 
taught from life, and the individuality of the pupil is sacred to 
the teacher" — each child must be developed after his own gift 
— he must be taught to say "no " to himself for the welfare of 
others, and this duty must become to him a joy. 

Sarmiento, the president of Argentina, the friend of Horace 
Mann, Charles Sumner, and Elizabeth Peabod) T , once said : "The 
glory of the United States is her public-school system," and 
"the primary school is the foundation of national character." 

We wish that the last motto could find a place in the church 
and schoolroom. "The end of education is character," and no 
education of courts or kings can, as a rule, uproot the principles 
of justice and divine faith that are early planted in the soul. 

Froebel might have found an illustration for his immortal 
Education of Man in the early education of Daniel. The 
school of teachers like Josiah and Jeremiah will, as a rule, for- 
ever fortify the soul for adherence to truth as the supreme 
intent and glory of life. The sublimities of the twelfth chap- 
ter of Daniel have a lesson for the teachers who begin the 
new age with the system of education that seeks first the train- 
ing of the moral life and spiritual powers. " Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God," read Froebel, when a child. The word "first' 
haunted him, and he said in maturer years, " I will found a sys- 
tem of education on that principle." This he aspired to do. His 
vision of education was right. He builded men. 

There is a deeper lesson in the example of Daniel than that 
which pertains to the mere maintenance of national or personal 
honor. It has this significance : " Never do that which tends to 
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lessen spiritual power/' " He that is spiritual," says the apostle, 
(( judgeth all things, and no man judgeth him/' There is a 
deeper duty in life than that which merely outwardly keeps the 
prescribed commandments. We have never seen this duty more 
clearly stated than in the advice given by Susannah Wesley to 
John Wesley, while the latter was at college. " Would you judge 
of the lawfulness or unlawfulness of pleasure," she said, "take 

this rule : 

' Whatever weakens your reason, 
Impairs the tenderness of your conscience, 
Obscures your sense of God, 
Takes off the relish for spiritual things ; 
Whatever increases the authority 
Of your body over your mind — 
That thing is sin to you, 
However innocent it may be in itself.' 

u The Guises compel me," said the king to Palissy. " Then 
you are no longer king," answered the potter. 

The teacher, the student, the sociologist may well study 
in connection with the thirty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah the first 
chapter of Daniel, and so (( dig out the old wells " of early wis- 
dom. For a lesson on (( no lesson " Sunday or on Temperance 
Sunday no theme could be more fruitful in suggestion. The 
story is especially significant in showing how the character of a 
true statesman and leader of the people is developed ; is an illus- 
tration needed in educational methods, and as an example in the 
moral reforms and spiritual needs of our times. It is the spiritual 
" no " in the first test of life that young people need to be taught 
to make, whenever and wherever they may be. 

To the young man who leaves a Christian home to meet the 
destructive social tendencies of a large city the scriptural picture 
of the resolution of Daniel is full of significance. " Daniel pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not defile himself," is a monu- 
mental text. A great city makes or destroys a young man, and, 
as a rule, it is the young man's first attitude towards city life that 
is destiny. How does he spend his first Sabbath ? To whom 
does he look for his first companions ? When one lands in a 
new city alone, what does he first seek ? 
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His spiritual "no" may close forever the door of darkness 
to him. Temptations pass by a man of fixed purpose. One 
step is all the way. The biography of failure is, " I got started 
wrong." 

" The color of our whole lives," said Cowper, " is that which 
we make it in the first five years in which we are our own mas- 
ters." He who purposes in his heart not to defile himself may 
reasonably expect deliverance from the lion's den. A man's 
success in life will be in exact measure to his moral power and 
character in everything. It is the moral "no " of the heart pur- 
pose put into the first acts of life that opens the gates to the 
destiny where influence becomes immortal. 




JESUS, JOHN, AND TWO ANGELS — Rubens 



after a silence of centuries, occurs in the priestly line ? 

1 In the International Critical Commentary on Luke, in loc. 



